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BE PART OF THE JOURNEY. 
BE PART OF THE SOLUTION. 

Shared Universe works on the  
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preventing the extinction of   
endangered species and their habitat.

You can make a difference by getting 
involved and making it personal.

There’s not much time. You are needed.
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Dear Volunteer,

When I visited Mapesu in 2014, I witnessed first-hand both the 
urgency of  the situation and the inspiring work being done. I was 
stunned by the impact so few people had made in such a short time 
and knew I had to get involved. I could make a difference too.

The common thread amongst all those currently involved is that they 
have been there and experienced what it takes to be effective.  
That is why, as a UK charity, committed to encouraging people into 
wildlife conservation careers, we are delighted to invite you to give us 
a little of  your time, money, and effort by going to South Africa and 
seeing for yourself. 

It will be no holiday, but it will be a life-changing and profoundly 
enriching experience; and like me, I am sure it will bring meaning, 
purpose, and delight in abundance. You’ll make friends for life  
and come back with unforgettable memories.

I urge you to apply now and look forward to welcoming you into  
The Shared Universe Project.

James Hill
Trustee of  Shared Universe Foundation UK

“No one will protect what they 
don’t care about, and no one 

will care about what they have 
never experienced.”
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Click here for video

Sir David 
Attenborough

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GcTnz0ui9w


WHY IS VOLUNTEERING IMPORTANT?
We have to act now. Extinction is forever. The solution is simple enough – 

just very difficult to implement, but as long as we keep trying there is hope.

“Are we happy to 
suppose that our 

grandchildren may 
never be able to see an 

elephant except in a 
picture book?” 
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An elephant is killed  
every 15 minutes
Estimates suggest that 100 elephants per day 
are being killed for their ivory. Tom Bawden, 
Independent newspaper

Rhino extinct within just  
10 years
If  they (Rhino) continue to be poached at their 
current rate, Save The Rhino warn that they could 
become extinct in the wild by as soon as 2026.

Just 7,000 cheetah still  
living wild
Their population has halved in the last 40 
years, and the Proceedings of  the National Academy of  
Sciences (PNAS) report that cheetah face ‘extreme 
challenges to its survival’ being ‘confined to 9% 
of  its historical distributional range.’.

In April 2016, The Kenyan Government destroyed more 
than 100 tons of  elephant ivory, representing the tusks 
of  more than 6,500 elephants killed by poachers, in 
symbolic defiance of  the illegal trade. 
See Hugh Fearnley Whittingstall’s excellent BBC 
documentary called Saving Africa’s Elephants for more 
information.

Click here for video

Sir David 
Attenborough

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ns9KzmyHrY


Who or What is  
Shared Universe?
The greater Shared Universe Project was 
conceived in 2014 as the practical hands-on 
response to the question:

“What are you doing to help prevent the extinction of  
iconic species like rhino, elephant, giraffe and pangolin?”

The answer was simple enough – create safe 
space and re-wild it, and do it in a manner that 
would long outlast the founders and operate in 
a sustainable way. This meant we needed cash, 
people, land, enterprise, considerable powers of  
persuasion and some sort of  structure. 

Shared Universe Ventures (SUV) was formed 
in order to appeal to investors happy to fund the 
purchase of  land and develop viable commercial 
operations. The shareholders come from a dozen 
or more jurisdictions all over the world.

Shared Universe Foundation (SUF),  
a not-for-profit organisation, was formed in 
South Africa in order to appeal to donors 
and volunteers. The Foundation, which has 
affiliated but independent registered charities in 
the Netherlands and the UK does things that 
a commercial organisation would be unlikely 
to do. It raises funds and awareness, promotes 
education and careers in wildlife conservation 
and conducts research. 
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Since 2014 Shared Universe have:
Acquired 20,000 acres of  land and made it safe

Created 40 local jobs

Refurbished and updated a full-service safari lodge

Erected 30 miles of  top-of-the range electrified game 
fences

Constructed a 65,000 cubic metre reservoir

Enabled the game count to double which has facilitated the 
sustainable introduction of  carnivores into the food chain

Refurbished facilities for a volunteer and research centre

Created a Charitable Foundation in South Africa, the 
Netherlands and the UK.

Secured the appropriate difficult-to-get wildlife licences

Introduced a family of  wild elephants onto the reserve – 
the first time in 120 years that elephants have been allowed 
to roam freely in this part of  the country

Introduced a herd of  Cape Buffalo



Why Volunteer with  
Shared Universe? 
When donating your time, energy or money 
to larger organisations it can sometimes be 
impossible to find out what impact you have made 
– there isn’t a personal connection between what 
you do and what happens on the ground.

At Shared Universe, we know first-hand what 
difference it makes to both the project and the 
donor when a direct connection between the donor 
and the outcome is part of  the experience. Several 
things happen; the volunteer develops a profound 
understanding of  what wildlife conservation 
involves; a deeper respect for the people on the 
front line emerges along with a better grasp of  the 
complexity involved; bearing witness deepens the 
experience and is more likely to ignite a life-long 
passion for the subject. The volunteer becomes 
part of  the story and visibly part of  the solution 
in a way that merely giving money can seldom 
replicate.

You will see first-hand where your money is spent, 
and by rolling up your sleeves and getting involved 
on the frontline, you will come to appreciate the 
wonders and harsh realities of  the environment 
in which the endangered species you want to help 
flourish. You will also notice just how far your 
contribution goes without middlemen in the way.

If  you were to go on a conventional safari holiday, 
you would see the animals and learn something of  
their habitat from your guides, and you would also 
spend a fortune. You would learn but a fraction 
of  what you will gain should you be one of  the 
successful SUF applicants. A whole new behind-
the-scenes wildlife conservation adventure will 
unfold for you if  you volunteer and come and get 
your hands dirty.

In summary, you will create life-long memories, 
you will learn more,  and your money and effort 
will go further.

“I urge everyone to come  
and  try this, to experience 
this is life-changing if you 

open yourself up to it.  
It feeds you. It’s something 

really quite powerful.” 

5

Andrew Rae,  
Rae Safaris



What’s Included and What’s Not
Getting There
We’ll help you find your way here and can introduce you to some 
good travel agents, but we can’t organise this for you. 

Let us know if  you need picking up from Polokwane airport and 
we’ll be there to welcome you. 

Accommodation 
We’ll provide you good quality basic shared accommodation with 
clean sheets.

Food and Drink
Our domestic staff  and chef  will attend to all the catering needed 
to make sure you remain fit and healthy. There will be plenty 
of  wholesome food and lots of  bottled water to keep you well 
hydrated.

Tuition
Make the most of  the expertise of  our qualified and experienced 
Conservation Manager and Rangers, although they won’t be 
able to take you up to FGASA level, as that can take years and 
years of  intense training and exams. However, we will pay more 
than a passing glance at some of  the theory behind good land 
management and animal husbandry... there is a great deal of  
science going on in the background. 

The more our visitors understand what’s involved the more 
enriching and valuable their experience. 

Waiver
In common with other game reserves, every visitor will need to 
sign a waiver upon entering the reserve. You are entering wild 
country. This is standard practice, further details of  which can be 
seen in our general terms and conditions page. 

Optional Extras
Alcoholic and additional soft drinks can be provided from the fully 
stocked bar at Mopane Bush Lodge, and of  course there are plenty 
of  desirable things to buy in the arts and crafts shop that supports 
local artisans and our conservation efforts. We can also handle your 
laundry requirements for a small charge. 

If  you don’t want anything else, then once you have got yourself  to 
the reserve, there is nothing extra to pay.

Emergency Medical Evacuation
Every volunteer will need their own travel and medical insurance. 
As an additional facility we have a blanket cover for all visitors 
so that in an emergency there is one protocol that everyone 
knows about and, if  necessary, you will be airlifted to the nearest 
appropriate hospital. 

This cover is part of  the service. In the event it is needed, the bill 
will be settled directly between our insurance policy (underwritten 
at Lloyds of  London) and your insurers. 

Follow Up
We are subsidising this programme because we want to start a 
life-long relationship with as many people as possible. There is no 
obligation on you to do anything once you return home. We tend to 
find, however, that once they’ve visited, people want to find a way to 
continue to support us. 

We’ll help you figure out how best to squeeze a meaningful project 
into your existing lifestyle – there’s a role for absolutely everyone 
who wants one.
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What Impact Can You Make?
Whatever you bring, you’ll make a permanent difference, even in just

one week. Come out and we’ll show you how.

Click here for video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GcTnz0ui9w


What to Expect
The Mapesu Reserve is at the northern tip of  South Africa, five miles south 
of  the Botswana and Zimbabwe border. Its neighbour is The Mapungubwe 
National Park which has the Limpopo river as its northern boundary.

Whilst at base camp your accommodation will comprise either permanent 
chalets, the refurbished hunting lodge, or luxury tents, depending on availability. 

In any event you will have access to a private flushing toilet and shower, and 
perfectly comfortable beds. For a small premium there is the option of  single 
occupancy but generally the project is designed for people to share.

You will be fed and watered, looked after by our resident team and kept occupied 
from sunrise till late evening. It is unlikely that you will have much time to 
yourself  other than the afternoon break.

You will be in the care of  our Conservation Manager and Mapesu’s qualified and 
experienced Rangers, and you will be expected to follow their instructions at all 
times. You will, after all, be in wild country and part of  the food chain.

You can expect to learn a great deal. The harder you work, the more satisfying 
your experience will be.
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Click here for more information

http://www.shareduniverse.co.uk/volunteer-in-south-africa/


What to expect:
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“My grandfather inspired me about nature 
at a young age and I’ve been hooked 
on conservation work ever since. After 
graduating from Bhejane with an advanced 
nature conservation diploma I’ve been 
involved in monitoring ‘the big 5’ plus wild 
dogs (my favourite) and working as a guide. 
I’m always excited to welcome new people 
to South Africa, the Mapesu reserve, and the 
wonderful work of  Shared Universe.”
Axel Primmer
Shared Universe Foundation Conservation Manager

“We purchased Mapesu Private Game 
Reserve with the intention of  making a real/
tangible contribution towards conservation. 
Since 2014 we have protected over 18,000 
acres of  land and all of  its associated flora 
and fauna. The reserve is now home to over 
12,000 antelopes, almost 400 bird species 
and has employed over 100 South African’s 
with both temporary and permanent 
positions. It is amazing what can be achieved 
when you turn CONVERSATION into 
CONSERVATION.”
Quinten Knipping
Director Shared Universe Ventures / Mapesu Private 
Game Reserve



What activities might you do?
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Photography and Video 
Production
To help with education, awareness and 
promotion we always need fresh, high 
calibre photos and video.

Night or Day Bush Walks
The more adventurous volunteers can 
join our permanent anti poaching team 
on their nightly patrols and stay overnight 
in the bush.

Maintenance of  Roads, 
Bridges and Fences
Our fencing is essential for keeping 
poachers out. Checking these carefully 
and maintaining them is a daily activity.

Develop Visitor Centre and 
Anti-poaching School 
Help us to refurbish and equip the new 
anti-poaching school, visitor centre and 
other important new facilities.

Dam and Waterhole Build  
or Maintenance
Without water there is no life. Help the 
reserve move off  the power grid and 
improve the water management system 
using renewable energy.

Artists
Competent artists are encouraged 
to create works of  art for shared 
commission to help raise funds.

Game counts, Surveying  
and Species Cataloging
Observing and logging flora and fauna on 
the reserve - noting species, quantity and 
location.

IT, Databases and 
Programming
Help us to develop a robust IT 
infrastructure and create mobile 
applications to aid our rangers in their 
daily duties.

Live Animal Tracking
Whilst it’s important not to disturb 
the animals, regular visual checks are 
important for ensuring their welfare.

Research
Bring field experience to your 
conservation research degree, or suggest 
ways in which meaningful data can be 
collated for wider research use.



The Application  Process
Shared Universe Foundation is obviously not a travel agent, tour operator or commercial 
business; that is why we can only accommodate a hundred people a year on any of  our 
volunteer programmes. 

We want to show the right people behind the scenes, let them experience what it takes 
to be involved and get a sense of  the scale of  the problem by being there hands on. We 
do our best to ensure that the mix of  people on any one programme has the right feel, 
chemistry and shared interests by asking everyone to apply first.

We also want to make sure that you have selected the right programme and your 
expectations are fully in tune with what’s ahead. We realise that for many people this will 
be their first time in Africa and there are no amount of  words that adequately prepare 
someone by reference to conventional Western European benchmarks. We’ll sort that 
out over the telephone.

Having said all that the process is informal and friendly and goes like this:-

1. We respond to your initial enquiry to make sure you are on the right 
programme for you, and you submit your application.

2. We assess your application, conduct an over-the-phone interview just to 
double check, and if  you are accepted we will make you an offer.

3. If  you decide to join us then you confirm your acceptance by paying a 
deposit.

4. You come to Africa and have the time of  your life, and we hope you’ll want to 
stay involved for many years to come.
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“Biggest Rhino in the World”
When travelling from Europe to Johannesburg, you will almost certainly be flying over this 
landmark, located on the Mapesu reserve, where your adventure is about to begin.  
With a 6,500m perimeter, this rhino should be visible from 40,000 ft. Ask your crew to let 
you know when you are 480Kms from Johannesburg airport and have a look out for the 
world’s biggest rhino.
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Other ways you can support us...
We’re always launching new ways to get involved.
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Visit our Website to:

• Download and share our flyers to help spread the word and ask for help.
• Speaking engagements – invite us to talk to your organisation or at an event 

you’re holding.
• Primary School enrichment days – invite us to hold a conservation/awareness 

day at your local school.
• Suggest new ways that you, or others can help.

Community Engagement

Sponsorship, Partners and Gameification

We’re delighted to have the support of  the following organisations and are keen to 
collaborate with others. Please get in touch if  you would like to explore partnering 
with us too.

• What3Words - www.what3words.com
• Heritage Institute  - www.theheritageinstitute.com
• Alanbrookes Chartered Accountants - www.alanbrookes.co.uk
• Nature’s Racers - www.naturesracers.co.uk
• And more...

Click here to learn more

http://www.shareduniverse.co.uk/about
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Testimonials
“An amazing, unique, and completely 
unforgettable experience that’s 
changed my life!”
Domonic, Volunteer 2016

“I spent five weeks as an SUF volunteer 
at Mapesu, and it was one of  the most 
rewarding experiences of  my life.”
Ben, Volunteer, 2017

“In 2017, I spent ten weeks in Mapesu 
Private Game Reserve collecting 
data for my final dissertation as a  
BSc (Hons) Biology student at the 
University of  St. Andrews. Throughout 
my stay, I received qualified assistance 
with data collection, and my experience 
of  the beautiful reserve and its staff  
was consistently positive.”
Freja, Biology research student, 2017

      For a unique and life-changing    
        experience

Make a real difference to the 
future of  these endangered 

animals and their habitats  
– before it’s too late.

CONTACT US TODAY
T: +44(0)1453 297233

info@shareduniverse.co.uk
www.shareduniverse.co.uk

Apply Today

http://www.shareduniverse.co.uk/contact/

